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by the assumption that the greatest pleasure would be
found by following the direction of evolution. But,
around both points of view, and the correspondence
they assumed to exist between pleasure and evolu-
tion, special difficulties were seen to gather. Any
hedonistic theory might be met by the assertion
that life is essentially a painful experience, and
pleasure unattainable, and although the grounds
on which this assertion was made seemed to be
distinctly erroneous, and hedonism did not appear
to be an impossible theory of conduct, yet a similar
objection told with greater force against the com-
bination of evolutionism and hedonism. For it
holds the double position that the end is to pro-
mote life, and that life is to be promoted by adding
to pleasure; or else, that the end is pleasure, but
that pleasure is to be got by following evolution.
It postulates, therefore, that the progress of life
tends, and tends even in a proportionate degree, to
the increase of pleasure. Yet we could obtain no
proof that this progress does, as a matter of fact,
increase pleasure in any regular way. On the con-
trary, the facts of experience seemed to show that
life and pleasure do not advance proportionately,
nor even always concomitantly. But a still more
important and fundamental objection to the hedon-
istic form of evolutionism was deduced from the
nature of pleasure itself; for it can be modified
indefinitely, and always follows in the wake of